
RESOLUTION 2011-14 

RESOLUTION ON DOGS AT LARGE 

La~range Township Board of Trustees hereby passed the following Resolution on the 
13t Day of June, 2011 

Cross references 
See sectional histories for similar State law. 
Owner or keeper liable for damages - see Ohio R.C. 95 1.10 
Dog registration - see - Ohio R.C. 955.01 

313.01 DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE 

a. No person being the owner or having charge of a dog shall permit it to 
run at large upon any public place, upon any public place, upon any 
unenclosed lands or upon the premises of another. (ORC 951.02) 

b. No owner, keeper or harborer of any female dog shall permit it to go 
beyond the premises of the owner, keeper or harborer at any time the 
dog is in heat, unless the dog is properly leashed. 

c. No owner, keeper or harborer of any dog shall fail at any time to keep 
it either physically confined or restrained upon the premises of the 
owner, keeper or harborer by a leash, tether, adequate fence, 
supervision or secure enclosure to prevent escape, or under reasonable 
control of some person (ORC 955.22) 

d. The running at large of any such animal in or upon any of the places 
mentioned in this section is prima-facie evidence that it is running at 
large in violation of this section (ORC 951.02) 

e. No owner, keeper or harborer of any dog, registered or not, shall 
permit such dog to enter any public or private property other than that 
of such person unless such dog is securely leashed by a leash not to 
exceed six (6) feet in length and under reasonable control of some 
person of reasonable age and discretion, with the following exceptions: 
1. The dog is on private property other than that of actual owner, keeper 

, or harborer of the dog and the property owner has given his 
permission; 

2. The dog is lawfully engaged in hunting or training for the purpose 
of hunting. However, such dog(s) at all other times and in all other 
respects shall be subject to this resolution, unless actually in the 
field and engaged in hunting or in legitimate training for such 
purpose. 

f. Whoever violates this subsection (a) hereof is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. (ORC 951.99) 
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g. 1. Whoever violates subsection (b) or (c) ltereof is guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor for a fast offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree for each subsequent offense. 

2. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subsection (f)(I) hereof, if 
the offender is guilty of a Violation of subsection (b) or (c) hereof 
the court may order the offender to personalfy supervise the dog that 
he owns, keeps or harbors. to cause. that dog to complete dog 
obedience trainingr or to do both. (ORC 955.99) 

IMPOUNDING AND DISPOSITION; RECORDS. 

a. A police officer or animal warden may impound every dog found in 
violation of Section lf rhe dog is not wearing a '\>alid registration tag 
and the owner is not otherwise reasonably detennined> notice shall be 
posted in the pound or imimal shelter both describing, the dog and place 
where seized and advising the unknown owner that unless the dog is 
redeemed within three days. it may thereafter be sold or destroyed 
according co law. If die dog is wearing a valid registration tag or the 
identity of the owner, keeper or harborer is otherwise reasonably 
determined. notice shall be given by certified mail to such owner, 
keeper or harborer that the dog has been impounded and unl.css 
redeemed within fourteen days of the date of notice, tt may thereafter 
be sold or destroyed according to law. Any dog seized and impounded 
may be redeemed by its owner, keeper or harborer at any time prior to 
the applicable redemption period upon payment of all lawful costs 
assessed against the animal and upon providing the dog with a valid 
registration tag ifit has none. 

b, A record of an dogs impounded, the disposition of tbe same> the 
owner's name and address where known .• and a statement of any costs 
assessed against the dog shall be kept by any poundkeeper. 

ANNUAL REGISTRATION OF DOGS;. TAGS REQUIRED. 

a. Except for guide dogs rcgist~red under Ohio R.C. 955.01 I and dogs 
kept by an institution or organization for teaching and research 
purposes under Ohio R.C. 9~5.16, no p0rSon stmll own, keep or harbor 
a dog more than thtee months of age without annually registering, such 
dog with the County Auditor. Failure of any dog at any time to wear a 
valid registration tag shall be prirna-facie-evidence of lack of 
registration and subject such dog to impounding and disposition as 
provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16. 

b. Whoever violates this section is guilty· of a minor misdemeanor for a 
first offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for each 
subsequent offense. (ORC 955.99(D)). 
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2. Impound or confine a dog without affording it, during such 
confinement, access to shelter from wind, rain, snow or excessive 
direct sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that the dog would 
otherwise become sick or in some other way suffer. This subsection 
( a)(2) does not apply to dogs impounded or confined prior to slaughter. 
For the purpose of this section, "shelter'' is defined as: A man-made 
solid enclosure that consists. of the fullowing- a solid root, four solid 
sides and a solid floor, with an opening in one upright side adequate in 
dimensions for the specific breed to enter and exit freely. The floor 
must be two inches off the· ground .. The structure must be in good 
condition, with adequate ventilation. 

An animal that is confined must have a sufficiently clean living 
qua11ers. The area must be free from debris, standing water. and 
excessive amounts of feces. 

3. Carry or convey a dog in a cruel or inhuman manner;. 

b. Whoever violates this. section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
second degree. In addition. the court may order the offender to 
forfeit the dog and may provide for its disposition including, but not 
limited to, the sale of the animal. If the dog is forfeited and sold 
pursuant to this subsection, the proceeds from the sole fast shall be 
applied to pay rhe e:xpenses incurred with regard to the care of the 
dog from the time it was taken fiom the custody of the former 
owner, The balance of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be 
paid to the former owner of the dog. (ORC 959.99(D)} 

NUISANCE CONDITIONS PR.Om:8ITED 

a. No person shall keep or harbor any dog in Ac township so as. to 
create noxious, or offensive odor or unsanitary conditions which are 
a 1nenace to the health, comfort or safety of the public. 

b. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

BARKING OR llOWIJNG DOGS, 

a, No person shall keep or harbor any dog within the township which. 
by frequent and Habitual barking, howling or yelping,. creates 
unreasonably loud disturbing noises of such ll character, and 
duration as to disturb the peace. quiet and good order of the 
township. Any person who sbaJl allow any dog habituall:y to remain, 
be lodged or fed within any dwelling or enclosure, which he 
occupies or owns, shall be considered as harbor:ing such dog. 

b. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

I• ) 
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DOG BITES; REPORTS AND QUARANTINE 

a. Whenever any person is bitten by a dog, report of snch bite shall be­
made to the Health Commissioner within twenty-four hours. Whenever 
it is reported to the Health Commissioner that any dog has bitten a 
person, that dog shall be quarantined under an order issued by the 
Health Commissioner. The dog shall be quarantined by its owner or by 
a harborer. or shall be quarantined in a pO\Jnd or kennel, bi all cases, 
such quarantine shall be undi,:r the supervision of the Health 
Commissioner and shall be at the expense of the owner or harborer .. 
Quarantine shall continue until the Health Commissioner determines 
that the dog is not afflicted with rabies. The quarantine period hereby 
required shall not be less than. ten days from the date on which the 
person was bitten. If at any time d'uring the quarantine, the Health 
Commissioner requires the dog to be examined for symptoms of rabies, 
then the examination shall be by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine. The veterinarian shall report to the Health Commissioner the 
conclusions reached as a result of the examinations. The examination 
by a veterinarian shall be at the expense of the owner or harborer. No 
dog shall be released from the required quarantine unless and until it 
has been properly vaccinated against rabies. 

No person shall fail to comply with the requirements of this section or 
with any order of the Health Commissioner made pursuant thereto, nor 
fail to immediately report to the Health Commissioner any symptoms 
or behavior suggestive ofrabies. 

b, Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS DOGS. 

(a) As used ln this section: 

(I) A. "Dangerous dog0 means. a. dog that,-without provocation. and subject 
to subsection (a)(I)B. hereof has chased or approached in either a 
menacing fashion or an apparent attitude ohttack. to bite or otherwise 
endanger any person, while that dog is offthe premises of its owner, 
keeper or harborer and not under the reasonable control ofits owner, 
keeper, harborer or some other responsible person, or not phy.sicarly 
restrained or confined in a locked pen which has a top. locked feru::ed 
yard or other locked enclosure which has a top, 

B. 11Dangerous dog" does not include a police dog that has chased or 
approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of 
attack, or has attempted to bite or othcIWisc endanger any person while 
the police dog is being used to assist one or more law enforcement 
officers in the performance of their official duties. 
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(b) No owner, keQper or harborer of a ~gerous or vicious dog shall fail to 
do either of the fo11owing: 

( 1) While that dog is on the premises of the owner, keeper or harborer, 
securely confine it at all times in a building. in a locked pen which 
has a top, locked fenced yard or other locked enclosure which has a 
top, except that a dangerous dog may, in the altemative, be lead 

· with a leash or tether so that the dog is adequately restrained; 

(2) While that dog is off the premises of the owner, keeper or harborer, 
keep it on a chain-link leash or tether that is not more than six feet 
in length.and additionally do at least one of the following: 

A. Keep that dog in a locked pen which has a top, locked fenced yard or 
other locked enclosure which has a lop; 

B Have the leash or tether controlled by a person who is of suitable age and 
discretion or securely attach. tie or afflX the leash or tether to the ground or 
stationary object or fJXture so that the dog is adequately restrained and 
station such a parson in close enough proximity to that dog so as to prevent 
it :from causing injury to any person~ 

C. Muule that dog. 

(c) · No owner. keeper or harborer of a vicious dog shalJ fail to obtain liability 
insurance with an insurer authorized to write liability insurance in this 
State providing coverage in. each. subject to a limit. exclusive of interest 
and costs, of not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) because damage 
or bodily injury to or death of a person caused by the vicious dog. (ORC 
955,22 

( d) If a violation of subsection (b) bereof involves a dangerous dog, whoever 
violates this is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree on a first 
offense and of a misdemeanor of the third degree on each subsequent 
offense. 

Additionally, the court may order the offender to personally supervise the 
dimgerous dog that he ownsi keeps or harbors. to cause that dog to 
complete dog obedience training. or to do both. and the cmnt may order the 
offender to obtain liability insurance pursuant to subsection (c) hereof .. The 
court, in the alternative,_ may order the dangeroug dog to be humanely 
destroyed.by a licensed veterinarian. the- Dog Warden or the- humane 
society. 

(e.) Ifa violation of subsection (b)hereofinvolvesa vicious dog, whoever 
violates that subsection is guilty of one of the following: 

{I) A misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense. Additionally, 
the court may order the vicious dog to be humanely destroyed by a 
licensed veterinarian, the Dog W(lrden or the humane society. 
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(2) A misdemeanor of the first degree if the dog causes injury other 
than killing or serious injury, to. any person. 

Whoever violates subsection ( c) hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. (ORC 955.99) 

PENALTY. 

(Applicable to any misdemeanor classification.) 



iy Witnesses? Yes No Please List: 

1mc Address Phone No. ·--------------- ------------- ------
1 mo Addr-es3 • Phone No. ---------...------- -------------- ------

Statement of Fact§ 

r:nsc wrl te n.h.rH{ description of whl\t happened at the time of this incident: __________ _ 

l hereby declare that the above report. is being_ made to ------~----~---~-~~--:-----
:\Cl Elyria Prosecutor's Office with a request for a criminal investigation and assistance, I acknowledge that I have llU'td.e 

1,~ nl>ove report truthfully, in good faith1 and declare fbe truth orthe above statements. knowing that a fa.be report made 
y me is s11biect to crlminol proseeution. lf an affidavit is mbseq_nentty signed, I ..-enlize that I have no rigbt or power to 
ismiss the charge; a.II control of the case is vested to the Court, I also underatand, if I am subpoenaed to te.9tify as a result 
r th~ ilffidavit I signed, l have an obligation to testity1 and ifl faU to appear, I may be held in Contempt of Court. 

WPSMN 
Si1!11Aturo. 

)fCice Use Only 

W'fBS FOR INTAKE/PROSECUTOR: ____________________ __,. _______ _ 

::U/\RGES: YfS __ NO~ Ll!TTBR SENT; YES NO 
::1 1ARGE:. ___________ _ ORDor-ORCNO.:, _________ ~ - -~--

WARRANT or SUMMONS ---- PR.0SEClJTOR'S AUTHORIZA. TION~ ---------
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Oflice, \Jso Only 

i1• Name 

ll" Address City 

1rEmployer 

ne 

:l l'CllS City 

ght Weight 

ployer 

CITIZ'EN'S COMfl;AINT REPORT 
City of Elyria l'roskator'a Office 
«ml Bro11d St,, Elyria OH 44035 

PHONE 440-326 .. 1760 • FAX 440-3-16-1162 

11 U, J U I I I , I V 

TODAYS DATE: _______ _ 

Date of Birth Social Security No. 

State ZlpCode Home Phone Ne,, 

Work Phone No. Cell Phone No. 

COMPLAINT AGAINST 

D.O.B s.s.N. Sex 

Stato Zip Code Homo fhone No. 

Eyes liair Mark!tratoos 

Work Phone No. 

en did this incident occur -----------------------------Date Time 
·nfion offocident 

______ ...., _______________________ _ 
Addl'C$:i City/Iownsbip County 

you know the other party? Yes __ No __ Explain. _______________ _ 

,e you filed n Complaint in this office beforv'l Yes __ No_ Wheq.. __________ _ 

rou know of any pending case{s) invoMng yo~ ol' the-other pariy? Yu_ No._ Describe __ 

I you cnll tlie police? Yes_ N<l _ Which police deparfme:l\tretponded? _______ _ 

(fLEASE CQMPLETE OTHER SIDE) 


